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Dues! Dues! 
Dues!

It’s a new year with a 
new board! Get a jump 
start on your dues 
by paying online or 
through our treasurer, 
Eric! Be on the look out 
for invoices from our 
Quickbooks account 
with your current 
balance!

Plans are being 
made!

Stay in the know! 
Be on the look out 
for meeting updates 
and our monthly 
newsletter available 
in the Members 
Area of the website: 
apollobatonrouge.com
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KD’s Korner
Welcome to a new year in Apollo!  Still soaring on the high of our 41st 
Bal Masque, one of the best I’ve had the pleasure of being a part of, 
and I’m excited for what this year has in store for Apollo Baton Rouge.  
Congratulations to Corey and Alvin for the hard work paying off.  You 
two were outstanding Captains for our Ball.  You should be very proud 
of what you accomplished, and I am already hearing some great ideas 
for next year’s Bal Masque.  

I am honored to be chosen to serve you as your President for another 
year.  I cannot wait to work with everyone on new ideas, events, fundraisers; and welcoming our hopeful 
new members, as we embark on a year of fellowship, service, and resurgence.  More than ever before, 
this year’s Board represents the past, present, and future of our Krewe; one of the most diverse Board’s to 
serve our Krewe members in years.  We have the experience and knowledge from seasoned members, the 
passion of those of us who have been in the Krewe for a decade, and the enthusiasm with fresh new ideas 
from our newest members and our future.  The Board truly is a representation of ALL our current members.

Last year, my goal is to put the Mystic Krewe of Apollo back on the map as not only a primary supporter of 
our LGBTQIA+ community in Baton Rouge, but of the Baton Rouge community as a whole.  I challenged 
us to be more approachable, inclusive, and reachable as leaders in the community; and as a Krewe we did 
just that.  We successfully started our Apollo Scholarship, started honoring AIDS/Crisis assistance again, 
and all together worked to become more inclusive to our community.  Due to our efforts, we already 
have several new membership applications submitted, who we will acknowledge at our first General 
Membership Meeting on March 26, 2023 at 5:00pm at Greenoaks Reception Center, hosted by John Deshotel 
and Carlos Perez.  With our new membership protocols, I cannot wait to welcome these individuals in as 
probationary members who will start to work with their Apollo Mentor to get to know everyone, the 
purpose of our Krewe, and the history of our organization.  

In order to make things more streamline this year, go ahead and mark your calendars…all Apollo meetings 
(Board and General Membership) will be held on the LAST SUNDAY of every month, with the exception 
of the May meeting to avoid a conflict with Memorial Day weekend.  We will be getting back to tradition 
of Board members hosting meetings with food and beverages; hopefully more at people’s homes again, 
bringing back that feeling of fellowship.  I also has started an Ad Hoc committee to focus mainly on 
Apollo social events to where we are doing more than just monthly meetings.  I am currently working on 
committee assignments and will have these announced at the first meeting.  I will be following up with 
committees more often this year to make sure we are executing at the highest standards as a Krewe.  If you 
are interested in being a member of a committee, please reach out to me.  A list of our committees is in our 
Constitution and By-laws, found on line.  

In closing, I vow and promise to serve each of you to the best of my abilities again this year.  I cannot wait 
to see us take our Krewe to again a higher standard this year.  Cheers to a wonderful year ahead of us!

Respectfully yours,

KD Linkous-Smith
President, Mystic Krewe of Apollo Baton Rouge



Apollo Newsletter March 2023 Page 2

Calendar of Events

MARCH 
26     5 PM

General      
Membership Meeting

APRIL 
30     5 PM

Board Meeting

MAY 
21     5 PM

General            
Membership Meeting

JUNE 
25     5 PM

Board Meeting

JULY 
30     5 PM 

Board Meeting

AUGUST 
27      5 PM
          Board Meeting

SEPTEMBER 
24     5 PM

Board Meeting

OCTOBER 
29    5 PM

General       
Membership Meeting - 
Elections  

NOVEMBER 
26     5 PM

Board Meeting

JANUARY 
26     7 PM

Captain’s Party XLII

27     6 PM
Bal Masque XLII

28    12 PM
Royalty Luncheon XLII

THE CALENDAR IS ALSO 
AVAILABLE AT WWW.
APOLLOBATONROUGE.
COM

O Captain! My Captain!
WOW!! Can you believe it’s time to start planning Bal Masque 
XLII. If you missed our Royalty Luncheon, we announced the 
theme is “Apollo’s Palette”. That’s right, we will be bringing 
famous art pieces to life. If you are interested in costuming and 
have not reached out to us, please do so during the month of 
March. Alvin will begin scheduling production meetings with 
ball participants this month.

 This year, we will be bringing corkage back!! This means guests 
will be able to bring in their own food and beverages. The price 
of a ticket will increase from $100 to $110 to cover the expense 
the Krewe will pay for corkage. There will be some rules to follow, but overall, we think our 
members and guests will be excited. Each table will be limited to one ice chest. Styrofoam ice 
chest will not be permitted. A polypropylene tray with a raised lip will be required to prevent 
leakage. The tray may be purchased from Amazon. Here is the link: https://www.amazon.com/
dp/B08XB277F7/ref=twister_B0BNJ21CZC?_encoding=UTF8&th=1.

Again, this year, members will have the opportunity to be entered into a drawing for a free table 
to Bal Masque XLII. During the March meeting, we will be handing out attendance/participation 
cards. To qualify for the drawing, members will need to earn 7 stamps by attending meetings, 
fundraisers, parties, and any other events announced by the captains. 

Finally, our deepest gratitude to each of you for the role you played in the success of last year. 
It was our honor to serve as your captains and we look forward to once again working side by 
side with you. We are always available for each of you. Let’s start the year strong and keep the 
momentum moving.

Let’s get to painting,

Corey and Alvin,

Captain and Co-Captain XLII
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Donate  Today!
www.apollobatonrouge.com

Bal Masque XLI (pictures by Staci Brimer)


